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to vote the military credits asked for, and who insisted that
Magyar should be the language of command in the Hun-
garian half of the army.7 How strongly Franz Ferdinand
felt this need for an increase in the army is seen in the
characteristic letter to Conrad, complaining of the Magyar
refusal to vote taxes for an increase in the number of Hun-
garian recruits: "You can imagine, dear Conrad, what I
have had to go through in the way of rage and desperation,
especially on account of the attitude of the Minister of
War [Schonaich] and the two [Austrian and Hungarian]
Governments! On the one hand they proclaim to all the
world that there is a surplus of 200 million kroner, give the
civilian officials 20 million here and the railroad employees
the same there, and yet do not even grant the paltry nine
million for the poor army officers. And all this because of
a few traitorous Hungarian political wind-bags. This
means that this is only a pretext; the fundamental reason
is that the Monarchy has fallen into the hands of Jews, Free
Masons, Socialists and Hungarians, and is ruled by them;
and all these elements make the army and its officers dis-
contented and injure it so that at the moment when I need
the army, I can no longer count upon it. . . . Do you know
what I would do if I were Emperor? I would summon
Weckerle, Beck, Sieghart and Schonaich and say to them:
Til send you all to the devil if I don't get the increased
number of the recruits and the officers' pay for my army
within a week/ and I wager that I should have it all within
24 hours!"8
The most important step in Franz Ferdinand's energetic
efforts for improvement of the army was his insistence in
1906 upon the appointment of a new Chief-of-Staff. Beck,
the officer who held this position at the time, was generally
^C/.  his Memorial to the Emperor, Jan, 5, 1909, summarized by
Conrad, I, 134; and Conrad's own similar views, pp. 135-138, and 327-334.
8 Courad, 1,565.